HOLY WEEK

Welcome & Introduction:

Presider
Welcome to our celebration of the Word, in which we remember the story of Jesus’ suffering and death.  Today as we remember Jesus’ story, may we open our hearts to receive the comfort and healing strength of his love for us. 
Presider: Let us pray. (Pause)

God of love, we give you thanks for the life of Jesus, who in His suffering and dying showed us how deeply you love us. As we remember Jesus’ story today, may our hearts be filled with the Spirit of your love and help us grow to be more loving in our own lives. We make this prayer in the name of Jesus your Son.

All: Amen.

Presider: Please be seated
Presider: As Jesus and his disciples approached Jerusalem, they came to Bethphage at the Mount of Olives. 

Jesus: “Go to the village there ahead of you… you will find a donkey tied with her colt beside her. Untie them and bring them to me. And if anyone says anything, tell him, ’The Master needs them’; and then he will let them go at once.”

Presider: This happened in order to make come true what the prophet had said: 

Prophet Zechariah: “Tell the city of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you! He is humble and rides on a donkey and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

Presider: So the disciples went and did what Jesus had told them to do. 

A large crowd of people spread their cloaks on the road while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds walking in front of Jesus and those walking behind began to shout: 

Apostles: “Praise to David’s Son! God bless him who comes in the name of the Lord! Praise be to God!” Matthew 21:1-9
Cloaks and Branches              Richard Cootes

Capo 3rd fret

D                             G               D

Here comes Jesus riding into town.

                                       A7

Cloaks and branches, throw them to the ground.

  D



   G                D

Praise and glory! Everybody sing!

                            A7                     D

Sing Hosanna! Hosanna to the King!

Bm


      F#m

Blest is He who comes our way.

      Bm                          A7

He brings a new and brighter day.

       Bm                             F#m

The poor are saved, the blind can see,

        Bm


     

A       A7

The captive souls are dancing free. Yeah...

Bm


        F#m

King of Heaven, King on Earth,

Bm
                 A7

Listen to His saving Word.

Bm
                        F#m

Peace and justice walk with Him.

          Bm



A

A7

Let's raise the gates and let Him in. Yeah...

        Bm


F#m

Our lives will never be the same,

Bm   



A7

Praise and bless His holy name.

       Bm

         F#m

And if we cannot sing it out,

        Bm



     
    A
         A7

The rocks themselves will start to shout. Yeah...
Presider:

Then Jesus went into the temple and began to drive out all those who were buying and selling.

Jesus:

It is written in the scriptures that God said, “My temple will be called a house of prayer…” But you have turned it into a hideout for thieves!

Presider: 

Every day Jesus taught in the Temple. The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard of this, so they began looking for some way to kill Jesus. Mark 11:15-19
HOLY THURSDAY

Presider: 

The time was near for the Festival of unleavened bread, which is called the Passover. (Luke 22:1)

(Allow time for the setting up of the Passover meal)

Presider:


While they were eating, Jesus took a piece of bread, gave a prayer of thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples. 

(Allow time for the acting out of the sharing of bread and wine during the following)

Take Now and Share

Capo 2

    D                               G                D

Take now and share, share this among you,

                     Em                G  -  A

This is the bread of new life.

    D                               G                D

Take now and share, share this among you,

                      A                   D

This is the bread of new life.

 G                  A       D            Bm

This is my body, given for you.

G                   A              D

Do this in memory of me.

G                  A        D           Bm

This is my body, given for you.

G                 A               D

Do this in memory of me.

                                       G               D

Take now and share, share this among you,

                   Em              G  -  A

This is the cup of new life.

 D                                   G               D

Take now and share, share this among you,

                    A                 D

This is the cup of new life.

 G                 A           D                   Bm

This is my blood, poured out for you.

 G                A               D

Do this in memory of me.

G                 A           D                   Bm

This is my blood, poured out for you.

 G                A               D

Do this in memory of me.

                                    G               D

Go now and share, share this among you,

                  A                   D

This is my life for the world.

Jesus: This very night all of you will run away and leave me… (Matt 26:31)

Peter: I will never leave you, even if all the rest do!  (Matt 26:33)

Simon, Simon.        Richard Cootes
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D          Bm           G                          D

Simon, Simon, before this night is over,

     D        Bm                   A                          A7

Simon, Simon, you’ll turn your back on me.

  D          Bm         G                              D                              

Simon, Simon, before this night is over,

   D          Bm                  A                            D

Simon, Simon, you’ll turn your back on me.

Jesus: I tell you before the rooster crows tonight, you will say three times that you do not know me.

Peter: I will never say that, even if I have to die with you! (Matt 26: 34-35)
Jesus: My children, I will be with you only a little longer…

A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all will know that you are my disciples; if you love one another.  (John 13:34-35)
Presider:

Jesus rose from the table, tied a towel around his waist, poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet. (John 13:4)
Love One Another           Richard Cootes

C                                   F          G           C                  F    G                         C
THE LORD SAID, “LOVE ONE ANOTHER AS I HAVE LOVED YOU.”
                                      F         G            C                                   G7                       C

THE LORD SAID, “LOVE ONE ANOTHER JUST AS I HAVE LOVED YOU.”

          F              G                   C                  F              G          C

The Lord rose up from the table, then down on bended knee,

              F        G       C                D                               G

With a towel and a basin, he washed his disciples feet.

                                F          G           C                   F    G                         C

AND HE SAID, “LOVE ONE ANOTHER AS I HAVE LOVED YOU.”

                                      F         G            C                                   G7                       C

THE LORD SAID, “LOVE ONE ANOTHER JUST AS I HAVE LOVED YOU.”

C                                   F          G           C                  F    G                         C
THE LORD SAID, “LOVE ONE ANOTHER AS I HAVE LOVED YOU.”
                                      F         G            C                                   G7                       C

THE LORD SAID, “LOVE ONE ANOTHER JUST AS I HAVE LOVED YOU.”

     F          G           C                      F         G          C

A life of love and service, is my way of life for you.

             F                G             C         D                   G

And if you would be my disciples, this I ask of you…

                         F          G          C                  F   G                         C

THAT YOU LOVE ONE ANOTHER AS I HAVE LOVED YOU.

                        F           G           C                                 G7                       C

YOU MUST LOVE ONE ANOTHER JUST AS I HAVE LOVED YOU

C                                   F          G           C                F    G                         C
THE LORD SAID, “LOVE ONE ANOTHER AS I HAVE LOVED YOU.”
                                      F         G            C                                    G7                       C

THE LORD SAID, “LOVE ONE ANOTHER JUST AS I HAVE LOVED YOU.”

   C                    G7                       C

JUST AS I… HAVE LOVED YOU.”

THE PASSION

Presider:

Jesus went out with his disciples to a place called Gethsamane, and he said to them:

Jesus: Sit here while I go over there and pray. (Matt 26:36)
Watch and Wait           Richard Cootes

Capo 3rd fret

   G                D           C               G

Watch and wait one hour with me.

                    Bm                 C                       D

Watch and pray lest we fall into temptation,

        G                      C                  G                       C

For we must be resolved to do all that God requires of 

Cm



us…

        G              D                              G

D

So watch and wait one hour with me.

   G                D           C               G

Watch and wait one hour with me.

                    Bm                 C                       D

Watch and pray lest we fall into temptation,

        G                      C                  G                       C

For we must be resolved to do all that God requires of 

Cm



us…

        G              D                              G

C

So watch and wait one hour with me.

       G              D                              G



So watch and wait one hour with me.
Jesus: The sorrow in my heart is so great that it almost crushes me. Stay here and keep watch with me.

Presider: He went a little further on, threw himself on the ground and prayed. (Matt 26: 38-39)

Father, I Am Frightened.        Richard Cootes
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D           Bm          G                      D

Father, Father, Father I am frightened.

D           Bm         A                         A7

Father, Father, Take this cup away!

D            Bm           G                     D

Father, Father, Father I am frightened.

D            Bm         A                      D

Father, Father, Take this cup away!
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D             Bm         G                             D

Father, Father, I am your faithful servant.

D             Bm                        A                      A7

Father, Father, May your will in me be done.

D            Bm           G                             D

Father, Father, I am your faithful servant.

D             Bm                          A                       D

Father, Father, May your will in me be done.

Presider: He returned to the disciples and found them asleep; they could not keep their eyes open.  

(Matt 26:43)

Jesus: Are you still sleeping and resting? Look the hour has come for the Son of Man to be handed over to the power of sinful men. Matt 26:45 (Allow time for Jesus to be arrested)
Presider: Those who arrested Jesus took him to the house of Caiaphas, the High Priest, where the teachers of the law and the elders had gathered together. Peter followed from a distance, as far as the courtyard of the High Priest’s house. He sat down with the guards to see how it would all come out. (Matt 26:57-58) One of the High Priest’s servant girls came up to him… (Matt 26:69)

(During the following song three people come up to question Peter)

I Think You Know This Man           Richard Cootes

Capo 3rd fret
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G                                                                Em

I think you know this man. I think you know this man.

                     G                                   D

I think you know this man called Jesus.

                        G                                            Em

I’ve seen you walk with him. I’ve seen you talk with him.

                     G                D                 G

I think you know this man called Jesus.

                       G                                        Em
How could I know this man? I’ve never seen this man.
                G                                  D

I do not know this man called Jesus.
                  G                               Em

A great mistake this is. I am no friend of his.

                  G           D                 G

I do not know this man called Jesus.

                   G                                               Em

But it’s so plain to see You come from Galilee.
              G                                D       

Surely you are one of his disciples.
                        G                                             Em

I’ve seen you walk with him. I’ve seen you talk with him.
             G                      D        G

Surely you are one of his disciples.
                  G                                       Em

This is my solemn oath. I swear by God above
                G                                D

I do not know this man called Jesus.
                   G                                             Em

Please go away from me. Why won’t you let me be?
               G               D                G

I do not know this man called Jesus.
                      G                                             Em

I think you know this man.
I think you know this man


How could I know this man? I’ve never seen this man.
                     G                                  D




I think you know this man called Jesus.

I do not know this man called Jesus!
                        G                                             Em

I’ve seen you walk with him. I’ve seen you talk with him.





A great mistake this is.                 I am no friend of his.

                       G              D                  G
C

I think you know this man called Jesus.

I do not know this man called Jesus.


                       G              D                  G

I think you know this man called Jesus.

I do not know this man called Jesus.
Presider: Just then a rooster crowed, and Peter remembered what Jesus had told him.

Jesus: Before the cock crows, you will say three times that you do not know me.

Presider: Peter went out and wept bitterly. (Matt 26:74-75)

What Have I Done To Him?             Richard Cootes
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C                                                                  Am

What have I done to him? What have I done to him?

                        C                              G                          C

What have I done to my friend, Jesus? I have abandoned him?

                     Am                                   C                G                  C

Turned my back on him. I have disowned my best friend, Jesus?

C                                                                 Am

What have I done to him? What have I done to him?

                        C                              G                       C

What have I done to my friend, Jesus? I have abandoned him?

                     Am                                  C                G                  C

Turned my back on him. I have disowned my best friend, Jesus?

© Richard Cootes 2004
Presider: Early in the morning the chief priests met hurriedly with the elders, the teachers of the Law, and the whole Council, and made their plans. They put Jesus in chains, led him away and handed him over to Pilate. Pilate questioned him:

Pilate: Are you the King of the Jews?
Jesus: So you say. (Mark 15:1-2)

Presider: At every Passover Festival Pilate was in the habit of setting free any one prisoner the people asked for. At that time a man named Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder in a riot. When the crowd gathered and began to ask Pilate for the usual favour, he asked them:

Pilate: Do you want me to set free for you the King of the Jews?
Presider: He knew very well that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him because they were jealous. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to ask, instead, for Pilate to set Barabbas free for them. Pilate spoke again to the crowd. (Mark 15:6-12)
Away With Him                                    Richard Cootes

D                                    Em         
        A                           D

This man who stands before me, this captive that you bring,

                                            Em                                 A                  D

What would you have me do with him? Shall I crucify your king?

     D                                Em                                        A                                     D

AWAY WITH HIM! AWAY WITH HIM! WE HAVE NO KING BUT CAESAR

     D                                Em                                        A                                     D

AWAY WITH HIM! AWAY WITH HIM! WE HAVE NO KING BUT CAESAR

But I can find no crime in him This captive that you bring,

What would you have me do with him? Shall I crucify your king?

AWAY WITH HIM! AWAY WITH HIM! HIS GUILT IS PLAIN TO SEE!

YOU ARE NO FRIEND OF CAESAR IF YOU LET THIS MAN GO FREE!

AWAY WITH HIM! AWAY WITH HIM! WE HAVE NO KING BUT CAESAR

AWAY WITH HIM! AWAY WITH HIM! WE HAVE NO KING BUT CAESAR!           

Pilate: What then do you want me to do with the one you call the King of the Jews?
Crowd: Crucify him!

Pilate: But what crime has he committed?

Presider: They shouted all the louder:

Crowd: Crucify him!

Presider: Pilate wanted to please the crowd, so he set Barabbas free for them. Then he had Jesus whipped… (Mark 15:12-15)
They put a purple robe on Jesus, made a crown out of thorny branches and put it on his head. Then they began to salute him:

Soldiers: Long live the King of the Jews! (John 19:2-3)

Presider: When they had finished mocking him, they took off the purple robe… Then they led him out to crucify him. (Mark 15:20)
The Man God Chose (JESUS PROCESSES WITH HIS CROSS ALONG THE AISLES OF THE CHURCH
Presider: They took Jesus to a place called Golgotha, which means “the place of the skull”. (Mark 15:22) Then they crucified him…(Mark 15:24)

Presider: People passing by shook their heads and hurled insults at Jesus.

Person 1: Save yourself if you are God’s Son!
Person 2: Come on down from the cross.

Person 3:  He saved others but he cannot save himself!

Person 4:  Isn’t he the King of the Israel?

Person 1: If he comes down off the cross now we will believe in him!

Person 2:  He trusts in God and claims to be God’s Son. Well, then, let us see if God wants to save him now! (Matt 27:39-43)
They Know Not What They Do      Richard Cootes
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D           Bm           G          D

Father, Father, Father forgive them.

D           Bm                   A                               A7

Father, Father, They know not what they do.

D           Bm         G              D

Father, Father, Father forgive them.

D              Bm                  A                              D

Father, Father, They know not what they do.

Presider:



It was twelve o’clock when the sun stopped shining and darkness covered the whole country until three o’clock; and the curtain hanging in the temple was torn in two. Jesus cried out in a loud voice.

Jesus: Father! Into your hands I commend my spirit! 

Into Your Hands             Richard Cootes
G     

C               

Into your hands


D                      G

I commit my spirit, Lord.


                   C

Into your hands.


 D                G

Into your hands.
Presider: He said this and died. (long pause)

The army officer saw what had happened, and he praised God saying:

Officer: Certainly this was a good man! 
Presider:

When Jesus had been taken from the cross…. 

his body was placed in a tomb…. 

with a large rock rolled across the front to seal it….. 

Everyone went away….. 

EASTER SUNDAY

Presider:

The following day was the Sabbath- a holy day, so everyone stayed at home to pray, to wait and to wonder. The next day was Sunday- the day we call Easter Sunday- the day Jesus rose from the dead.

Presider

(Luke 24:1-8)

Very early on Sunday morning the women went to the tomb, carrying the spices they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the entrance to the tomb, so they went in; but they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. They stood there puzzled about this, when suddenly two men in bright shining clothes stood by them. Full of fear, the women bowed down to the ground, as the men said to them: 

First Man: Why are you looking among the dead for one who is alive? He is not here; he has been raised. 

Second Man: Remember what he said to you while he was in Galilee: the Son of Man must be handed over to sinful men, be crucified, and three days later rise to life.

Presider After this, Jesus showed himself to his disciples at lake Tiberias. This is how he did it. Simon Peter, Thomas (called the twin), Nathanael (the one from Cana in Galilee), the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples, were all together.

Simon Peter said to the others…

Simon: I am going fishing.

Others: We will come with you.

Presider So they went and got into the boat; but all that night they did not catch a thing. As the sun was rising, Jesus stood on the water’s edge, but the disciples did not know it was Jesus.

Jesus: Young men, haven’t you caught anything?

All: Not a thing.

Jesus: Throw your net out on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.

Presider So they threw their net out, and could not pull it back in, because they had caught so many.

John: It is the Lord!

Presider:

So Jesus had risen from the dead and later appeared to his friends and followers. They were very happy. Today, two thousand years later we still celebrate Jesus’ rising from the dead. He gave us new life, through his resurrection. Easter is a time of celebration- a time for Alleluias! Let’s sing together our Easter song.

Song: Jump For Joy
Jump For Joy (The Lord is Risen)            Richard Cootes

Capo 3rd fret

    D                          A          D              A          D              G         A        

Jump for joy, the Lord is risen, the Lord is risen, the Lord is Risen.

         D                                  A           D               G              A              D

Now clap your hands, the Lord is risen! Our God has raised him high!

   D                               A          D                A          D               G       A

Slap your knees, the Lord is risen, the Lord is risen, the Lord is risen.

           D                          A          D                 G            A                D

Now spin around, the Lord is risen! Our God has raised him high!

  A                                                        D

Sing God’s children sing together. Lift your voices to the heavens

  A                                       G                          A

Praise to Jesus, alleluia! Lord of life and King forever!

    D                                  A          D               A          D               G       A

Touch the ground, the Lord is risen, the Lord is risen, the Lord is risen.

              D                               A        D                 G            A                 D

Now a Mexican wave, the Lord is risen. Our God has raised him high!

  A                                                        D

Sing God’s children sing together. Lift your voices to the heavens

  A                                       G                          A

Praise to Jesus, alleluia! Lord of life and King forever!

    D                          A          D              A          D              G         A        

Jump for joy, the Lord is risen, the Lord is risen, the Lord is Risen.

         D                                  A           D               G              A              D

Now clap your hands, the Lord is risen! Our God has raised him high!

          G               A                     D

Our God… has raised… him high!

Dramatis Personae 

Welcome: 



Presider:



Jesus: 


Prophet Zechariah: 

Simon Peter:


Apostles
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

Buyers and sellers
1

2

3 

Chief priests and teachers of the law:
1

2

3 

Guards: 

1

2

Caiaphas:
 

Servant girls:
1

2

3 

Pilate:


 

Four people who mock Jesus,
1

2

3

4

 First Man in White
2nd Man in white

Props
Cloaks, branches, card table (for the buyers and sellers), play money, rope whip, flat bread, wine carafe, jug and basin, towel, rope to tie Jesus’ hands, crown of thorns, cross, tomb.

